
Phase 1: 90 Days Before Departure (Legal & Foundational Prep) 

 [  ] Initiate the Mexican Residency Visa Process: Apply for a Residente Temporal 

(Temporary) or Residente Permanente (Permanent) visa at a Mexican consulate in your home 

country before leaving ``. 

 Note: Ensure your passport is valid for at least 6 months from the date your visa is 

issued ``.  Covered in Chapter 25 of the Ultimate Retirement Guidebook to Visiting & 

Retiring To Lake Chapala 

 [  ] Evaluate the "Menaje de Casa" (Household Goods Exemption): If you plan to ship your 

belongings, apply for a Menaje de Casa certificate at the consulate to import your used 

household goods duty-free ``. 

 Rule of thumb: Major items must have been purchased at least 6 months prior . Prepare a 

detailed, typed inventory list in Spanish, noting brands, models, and serial numbers for 

all electronics .  Covered in Chapter 34 of the Ultimate Retirement Guidebook To 

Visiting & Retiring To Lake Chapala 

 [  ] Review Pet Import Protocols: If moving with dogs or cats from the U.S. or Canada, they 

do not require a formal health certificate for entry into Mexico, but they must undergo a 

physical SENASICA inspection upon arrival . Ensure rabies vaccinations are completely up-to-

date .  Covered in Chapter 33 of the Ultimate Retirement Guidebook To Visiting & Retiring To 

Lake Chapala 

 [  ] Research Healthcare & Insurance Options: Standard out-of-pocket costs are low, but 

securing private health insurance or a Skymed medical evacuation plan is strongly 

recommended for lakeside emergencies ``.  Covered in Chapters 27 & 28 of the Ultimate 

Retirement Guidebook to Visiting & Retiring To Lake Chapala 

Phase 2: 60 Days Before Departure (Financials, Mail, & Driving) 

 [  ] Set Up a Virtual Mailbox: Establish a real U.S. street address in a no-tax state (e.g., Texas, 

Florida, or South Dakota) through a service like US Global Mail or Anytime Mailbox . 

Complete and online-notarize USPS Form 1583 so the provider can legally scan your mail . 

Update your address with the IRS (Form 8822), banks, and brokerages ``.  Or, set up a mailbox 

in Lake Chapala at Ishop Mail or Handy Mail. Contact us for a free list 

 [  ] Modernize Your Financial Tools: Stop losing money on standard international wire 

transfers. Set up a multi-currency account like Wise to easily link your home bank and transfer 

funds directly to a Mexican bank account later ``.  Covered in Chapter 30 of the Ultimate 

Retirement Guidebook To Visiting & Retiring To Lake Chapala 

 [  ] Plan Your Vehicle Logistics (If Driving): 

 Verify eligibility: Only tourists and Temporary Residents (Residente Temporal) are 

permitted to temporarily import foreign-plated cars . Permanent Residents (*Residente 

Permanente*) are legally prohibited from driving foreign-plated vehicles in Mexico .    



Contact us if you have questions 

 Obtain a TIP if your a Tourist. Apply for a Temporary Import Permit (TIP) online 

through Banjercito 10 to 60 days prior to your crossing `' or pick up your TIP when you 

cross the border (recommended) 

 Secure Mexican Auto Insurance: This is legally mandatory and separate from your home 

country’s policy ``.  Covered in Chapter 31 of the Ultimate Retirement Guidebook to 

Visiting & Retiring To Lake Chapala.  Contact us for local recommendations. 

 [  ] Start Basic Spanish Immersion: Focus on directional phrases, shopping vocabulary, and 

emergency terminology ``. 

Phase 3: 30 Days Before Departure (Locking in the Landing) 

 [  ] Secure a "Landing Zone" Rental: Do not sign a long-term lease sight-unseen from abroad 

. Book a short-term, furnished rental (1 to 3 months) in walkable neighborhoods like Ajijic 

Centro, San Antonio Tlayacapan, or Riberas del Pilar so you can scout homes in person and 

avoid scams .  Covered in Chapters 38, 39, 40,41,42 of the Ultimate Retirement Guidebook To 

Visiting & Retiring To Lake Chapala 

 [  ] Consolidate Original Documents: Gather originals and multiple paper copies of your 

passport, birth certificates, marriage certificates, bank statements, and current medical 

prescriptions in their original containers ``. 

 [  ] Confirm Flight Logistics for Pets: If flying, confirm pet cabin limits and purchase an 

airline-approved travel carrier ``.   

 [  ] Notify Financial Institutions: Inform your credit card companies and home banks of your 

travel dates to avoid immediate card freezes upon arrival ``. 

Phase 4: Arrival Day (Crossing the Border) 

 [  ] Crucial: Insist on a "CANJE" Stamp: When entering Mexico by land or air, present your 

passport containing your consular visa sticker to the immigration officer . You must ensure the 

official stamps your entry as "CANJE" (Exchange) and grants you exactly 30 days to finalize 

your residency . Do not let them check "Tourist" or "Visitor," as this voids your visa and forces 

you to restart the process from scratch ``. 

 [  ] Pass SENASICA Pet Inspection: Head to the SENASICA unit at your point of entry . 

Ensure your pet's travel crate is completely clean and contains no bedding, toys, cardboard, or 

raw food, as these items will be confiscated and destroyed . 

Phase 5: The First 30 Days (Finalizing Residency & Settling in Chapala) 

 [  ] Initiate the "Canje" Process at INM Chapala: You have exactly 30 calendar days from 

your entry date to report to the local National Immigration Institute (INM) office in Chapala 

(located at *Av. Hidalgo 271, Lourdes, Chapala*). Complete the electronic request forms, pay 

the government fees, and submit specialized visa photos ``. 

 Warning: Do not leave Mexico while your residency is in process . If you have a force 



majeure emergency and must leave, you must apply for a special "Exit and Re-entry 

Permit" (*Permiso de Salida y Regreso*) from the INM office first, or your application 

will be instantly cancelled .  Contact us for recommended immigration attourneys 

 [  ] Download and Set Up WhatsApp: WhatsApp is the non-negotiable phone system of 

Mexico . Plumbers, utilities, doctors, and real estate agents run entirely on this app . Get a local 

Mexican SIM card to secure cheap local data ``. 

 [  ] Register at the Lake Chapala Society (LCS): Visit the LCS campus in Ajijic (16 de 

Septiembre 16-A) . Joining gives you access to a massive expat support network, Spanish 

classes, medical seminars, and direct monthly visits from the U.S. and British consulates for 

passport renewals . 

 [  ] Map Out Local Healthcare Providers: Save direct numbers to local emergency facilities, 

such as the Hospital Ribera Medical Center in San Antonio Tlayacapan . Keep the direct 

number for the Chapala Cruz Roja (Red Cross) handy .  Contact us to help schedule a doctor's 

visit and learn about healthcare in Lake Chapala 

 [  ] Retain a Dedicated Buyer's Agent: Before committing to any long-term lease or real estate 

purchase, retain a dedicated buyer's agent to guide you through property due diligence, local 

neighborhoods, and securing your Mexican RFC (tax ID) ``.  We can help!  Contact us! 

 

 

We are here to help you navigate each and every one of the above items. 

Contact us to ask your questions and get our free help!!! 

 

Email: heckertricardo@gamil.com 

Call/WhatsApp: 52-333 174 1401

mailto:heckertricardo@gamil.com
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